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SUBJECT: PRESS CENSORSHIP LIFTED; PARTIES TO HAVE ACCESS TO 
GOVERNMENT MEDIA PRIOR TO ELECTIONS 

1 . THE PRESS HAS REPORTED THE ABOLITION OF CENSORSHIP EFFECTIVE 
SEPTEMBER 16. PRE-CENSORSHIP WAS IMPOSED NEARLY FIVE YEARS 
AGO, ON OCTOBER 22, 1971, FOLLOWING IMPOSITION OF THE STATE 

OF EMERGENCY. PRIOR TO STARTING THEIR PRESS RUN EACH PAPER 
HAD TO SUBMIT TWO PAGE PROOFS TO THE POLICE. CENSORSHIP 
HAS BEEN ENFORCED RATHER MILDLY, BUT THE FACT OF ITS 
EXISTENCE NATURALLY HELD THE PAPERS UNDER RESTRAINT. 

LIFTING OF CENSORSHIP WOULD APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN DECIDED 
UPON IN ANTICIPATION OF FORTHCOMING PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS. 

2. ON SUBJECT OF ELECTIONS, UDM OPPOSITION PARTY SPOKESMAN 
MAURICE LESAGE QUERIED PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM AT LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY SESSION SEPTEMBER 14 AS TO WHETHER GOVERNMENT WOULD 
GIVE ALL PARTIES ACCESS TO STATE RADIO AND TELEVISION FOR THE 
ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN. RAM REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY AND ADDED 
THAT ALL PARTIES WOULD BE ABLE TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS IN 
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS (IN MANY RURAL AREAS THE ONLY LARGE 
MEETING HALLS ARE IN GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS). RAM NOTED 

THAT THESE TWO MEASURES WOULD BE IMPLEMENTED ONLY AFTER 
PUBLICATION OF THE ELECTION WRIT, AND HE REMINDED THE 
ASSEMBLY THAT ONLY THE PRIME MINISTER HAS THE PRIVILEGE OF SETTING 
THE ELECTION DATE. HIS LABOR PARTY SUPPORTERS GREETED THIS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PORT L 00822 171446Z 

STATEMENT WITH GLEEFUL LAUGHTER, TO WHICH LESAGE RESPONDED: 
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"HE WHO LAUGHS LAST LAUGHS LOUDEST." 

KEELEY 
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